
Annex 1

Ordination of women in the
Anglican Communion and other
Churches (as at February 2004)

1. The Anglican Communion (and United Churches 
in Full Communion):

Status Province

No women’s ordination Central Africa
Jerusalem and the Middle East
Korea
Melanesia1

Nigeria
Papua New Guinea
South East Asia
Tanzania

Diaconate only Indian Ocean
Southern Cone
Congo
Pakistan

Diaconate and presbyterate only Australia
Burundi
England
Hong Kong2

Kenya
Rwanda
South India
Uganda
Wales
West Africa
West Indies

237



Diaconate, presbyterate and episcopate Bangladesh
(women bishops canonically possible Brazil
but none yet ordained) Central America

Ireland3

Japan
Mexico4

North India5

Philippines6

Scotland7

Southern Africa8

Sudan9

Women bishops have been ordained Aotearoa, NZ and Polynesia10

Canada11

United States12

2. Other churches in communion with the Church of England
No women’s ordination Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar
Diaconate and presbyterate Old Catholic Churches of the Union of

Utrecht
Information not available 
at present Philippine Independent Church

3. The Communion of Porvoo Churches
The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland
The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Iceland
The Church of Norway
The Church of Sweden
The Estonian Evangelical-Lutheran Church
The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Lithuania

Of the churches covered by the Porvoo agreement Norway and Sweden
have women bishops. The following description has been received:

The Church of Norway
Women are fully recognized in all ministerial offices.

When the Church permitted women pastors, it was a logical
consequence that women could also become bishops. Nevertheless, 
it took some time before the first woman bishop was elected. The
Church of Norway currently has two women bishops.

Women Bishops in the Church of England?
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There is a provision that one is not required to celebrate the service
together with a woman pastor/bishop in front of the altar if it is against
one’s own conviction.

The Church of Sweden
Women can occupy all ministerial offices without restriction.

When the law was introduced in the 1950s to open the presbyteral
office to women, there was a possibility for women to be consecrated 
as bishops – in this respect, no distinction is made between men and
women, priests and bishops.

There was a provision for those priests who did not want to work
alongside a female colleague, but that provision was removed in the
1990s. A deacon, priest or bishop has to confirm their willingness to
serve together with a colleague irrespective of their gender.

4. The Meissen Declaration: The Evangelical Church in
Germany (Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland – EKD)
The EKD has women pastors and also a number of women bishops. It
has no specific provision for those opposed to women’s ordination.

5. The Anglican-Methodist Covenant: The Methodist Church
of Great Britain
The Methodist Church of Great Britain allows both women and men 
to exercise all forms of authorized ministry. There are women
superintendents, women district chairs, and there have been women
presidents of Conference.

6. The Fetter Lane Agreement: The Moravian Church in
Great Britain
Women eligible to all ministerial offices, including bishops.

7. The Reuilly Agreement: French Lutheran and Reformed
Churches
The French Lutheran and Reformed Churches have women pastors in
equality with men.
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Annex 3

What does a bishop do?

The material in this annex has been included in response to those who
have said to the Working Party that they knew little of what bishops 
did at present. It consists of illustrative examples of the work of two
bishops on the Working Party, one a diocesan bishop and the other 
a suffragan bishop.

A diocesan bishop
The Bishop of Rochester
Bishops minister to a very large number of people, both publicly and
privately, in local, national and even international contexts. There is,
nonetheless, a widespread lack of knowledge about the detail of what
bishops do.

As I write this, important issues from parishes having to do with
pastoral care, worship and appointments are all waiting to be
considered. This alerts me to a bishop’s role as the principal minister 
in the diocese. Such a role involves a considerable teaching ministry,
both directly and indirectly. Through lectures, informal talks and
writing, as well as sermons, a bishop is constantly engaged in a teaching
ministry. There is, however, indirect engagement as well in the oversight
of ordinands, the delivery of integrated schemes for lay training and in
the care and development of ministers, both lay and ordained.

As the principal minister in the area of worship, the bishop has a
responsibility not only for specifically episcopal services (such as
ordinations, institutions, commissionings and confirmations) but 
also for the coherence, good order and liveliness of worship in the
parish churches, chapels and new ways of being Church throughout 
the diocese.

As I have said already, the bishop is involved in the pastoral care of the
clergy and in their ministerial development and also in attempting to
resolve particularly difficult concerns which reach the episcopal desk
because ‘the buck stops here’.
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Many of these issues can be opportunities for mission just as worship
and teaching can be. The bishop is not, though, just the pastor of the
pastors, or even of all the congregations in the diocese. The canons refer
to the bishop as ‘chief pastor of all that are within his diocese, as well
laity as clergy, and their father in God’ (C 18). The local aspect of the
work involves spending a great deal of time and effort in the wider
community. This means maintaining relationships with civic authorities,
participating in the development of plans for local communities,
supporting local initiatives, working in a huge range of areas from
conflict resolution in neighbourhoods to international development.
Personally, I am involved, in one way or another, with 64 charities.

The bishop helps to relate the local church to the wider. This means
participation in national bodies and their work; the House of Bishops
and General Synod spring most readily to mind. Such participation is
not, of course, limited to these bodies but extends to their committees
and often involves leadership of such groups. Quite often, too, bishops
take the lead in the work of the Church’s voluntary organizations.
Because bishops are active in local communities, they are sometimes
called upon to take part in national initiatives, conferences and
organizations. The actual or potential membership of diocesan bishops
in the House of Lords is symbolic of their considerable involvement 
in national affairs.

We live in a rapidly shrinking world and sometimes local or national
concerns develop an international dimension. Bishops get drawn into
European, trans-continental and worldwide discussions on questions
such as the role of religion in peace-making, the emergence of
government by consent in particular parts of the world, fundamental
human freedoms, immigration and refugee issues and a whole host 
of others besides.

At every level, bishops have a responsibility for promoting unity among
Christians. This does involve gathering people in the diocese around 
a common understanding of the faith of the apostles which we have
received and have a duty to pass on to others. It also means that bishops
often have to take the lead in promoting unity between different
Christian churches. This may be in the local context, in terms of
Churches Together groups, LEPs, covenants and Sharing Agreements, 
it may be nationally in terms of schemes of unity or it may be
internationally, in the context of dialogue between world communions.

Annex 3: What does a bishop do?
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There is also a responsibility to promote understanding and good
relationships among people of different faiths. Again, this can 
have a local, national and international dimension. This is an aspect 
of the bishop’s ministry which is likely to become more and more
prominent.

Just before I began to work on this piece, I did a radio interview about 
a forthcoming visit to a partner diocese in the North of England.
Working with the media – local, Christian, national and international 
– is a recurrent aspect of episcopal ministry. Sometimes this is ‘trouble-
shooting’ but at other times it may be an intervention on topical
questions in medical ethics, conflict or the state of religious belief. 
From time to time, this involves writing articles as well as personal
appearances or interviews.

Apart from preparing lectures, seminars, etc., there is also the writing 
of articles for journals and of books. The preparation time needed for
these is considerable and often not enough account is taken of it. 
Books and articles by bishops are still noticed by the general public 
and the time and effort spent on them is usually worthwhile.

Whether it is leadership in worship, teaching and preaching or the
chairing of numerous committees, local, national or international,
bishops need to be aware of their ‘connecting’ task. They gather 
the people of God in a particular locality, they relate them to other
communities of faith, nationally and throughout the world, and they
ensure the passing on of the faith from one generation to another. 
As leaders in mission, they must make sure that the word and the 
work of God is being proclaimed in every parish, in every church 
plant, in the nation as a whole and throughout the world. As ‘servant 
of the servants of God’ the bishop has a responsibility for those in 
any kind of need, for the voiceless and the oppressed and for those 
who are denied their freedom. Any influence or access which the 
bishop may have to those with power must be used to fulfil this aspect
of episcopal ministry.

It is impossible in such a brief overview to give the full flavour of what 
a bishop does. To help people in this diocese, I publish a monthly 
diary but even this cannot take account of confidential meetings and
interviews or of the time for prayer, preparation and correspondence
which is required in significant amounts.
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A suffragan bishop
The Bishop of Bolton
One of the marked features of a bishop’s ministry is the enormous variety 
from day to day. There are many opportunities each month to commend
the Christian faith and the contribution of the Church to those in the
community at large as well as ministering in a whole host of church
contexts. The day begins with prayers in chapel and then, as with 
all in full-time ministry, there is a fair amount of correspondence 
and administration in which I am ably helped by my PA.

The following two-week diary aims to give a typical picture of the events 
that make up the remainder of the day-to-day ministry of one area bishop 
in a northern urban diocese. Perhaps the most regular feature is meeting
with individual clergy, there is normally a bit more time for preparation,
and I do take a few whole days several times a year to get in some
specific study. Also, at certain times of the year, Sundays are a little less
full with major services, especially when there are no confirmations.

WEEK ONE
Each day begins with prayer in chapel.

Sunday
Morning Parish Eucharist for 150th anniversary celebrations followed

by a parish lunch. On the way home, visit a priest who is in
hospital for a hip replacement.

Evening Confirmation for a Team ministry of three churches: twelve
adult candidates and thirty young teenagers. Confirmations
present me with one of the great mission opportunities of
the week. There will be somewhere between 100 and 400 
in church, a high percentage of whom will be non-
churchgoers. It is an important shop-window for the 
Church and each year there are adults whom I confirm 
who have come to faith initially by attending last year’s
confirmation service to support a friend or relative.

Monday
Morning Ministerial review. (This is a regular feature in the diary. 

One to two hours with a priest to look at life, ministry,
spirituality, future, etc. – at the end of his/her three-yearly
assisted self-appraisal.)
Spiritual direction for a priest from another diocese,
followed by lunch.
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Afternoon Interviews for a post of team rector.

Evening Meeting with leaders of the local Jewish and Muslim
communities on community tensions in the light of the
international situation.

Tuesday
Morning Team rector review (each year I meet with each team rector

for a review of their team).
Meeting with the archdeacon (with whom I work closely 
in this part of the diocese).

Afternoon Speak at Diocesan Retired Clergy Fellowship (this is a 
yearly commitment with a group of people who continue 
to exercise an enormously important ministry and without
whom the hard-pressed parochial clergy would be even 
more stretched than they are).
Meeting with executive officer and vice-chair of the
Diocesan Board for Ministry and Society.

Evening Chair the Diocesan Board for Ministry and Society.

Wednesday
Morning Meeting with the principal and the development officer of

our Diocesan Ordained Local Ministry Scheme (I chair the
governing body). Lunchtime meeting with a team vicar after
six months in post. This is a regular feature with all new
incumbency-type posts.

Afternoon Meeting (together with the Methodist Chair of District) 
with the chief executive of one of our local Metropolitan
boroughs to discuss Church representation on the Local
Strategic Partnership and general issues of community
cohesion.

Evening My wife and I host 25 clergy and spouses for dinner and 
an evening get-together.
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Thursday
Morning Meeting with community development officers in one of 

the local boroughs.

Afternoon Host a meeting of area deans for Holy Communion, Lunch
and meeting for business/mutual support.

Evening ‘Celebration of Lay Ministry’ in a team of five churches. 
I commission twelve new pastoral workers.

Friday Day off.

Saturday
Morning Time with a local MP to discuss community cohesion policy.

Meeting with an area dean and lay chair, at their request, to
discuss issues in their deanery.

Afternoon Preparation.

Evening Speak at annual dinner of a local music society.

WEEK TWO

Sunday
Morning Confirmation and Parish Communion. The parish presents

15 teenagers and 6 adults.

Evening Confirmation service for three churches, one an LEP, so share
with Methodist and URC ministers in the laying on of hands.

Monday
Morning Opening of church school buildings and tour of the school.

In a diocese where there are many church schools such 
visits form an important strand within episcopal ministry.
Visit a priest who is off work with a protracted illness.

Afternoon Meeting with an OLM ordinand.
Interview with reporter from local radio station.

Evening Speaking on ‘Developing relationships with other faith
communities’ at a deanery meeting.
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Tuesday
Morning Bishop’s staff meeting.

Afternoon Meeting in connection with local town-wide mission.

Evening Meeting with members in one of the local mosques 
followed by curry and talking with individual young
Muslims till late.

Wednesday
Morning Lord Mayor’s prayer breakfast.

Ministerial review meeting with local priest.
Luncheon reception in town hall of one of the 
Metropolitan boroughs.

Afternoon Afternoon walking the parish with a local incumbent.

Evening Give Bible exposition at a local church for their combined
house groups’ meeting.

Thursday
All day Meeting in London of the Working Party on Women in 

the Episcopate (good time for preparation on the long 
train journey).

Friday Day off.

Saturday Leading a prayer school for lay people within the diocese.
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Annex 4

Submissions made to the 
Working Party

From provinces of the Anglican Communion
Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
The Anglican Church of Australia
The Anglican Church of Canada
The Holy Catholic Church in Hong Kong (Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui)
The Church of Ireland
The Anglican Church of Kenya
The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
The Scottish Episcopal Church
The Church of the Province of Southern Africa
The Church of the Province of Uganda
The Episcopal Church in the United States of America
The Church in Wales

From United Churches in full Communion
The Church of North India

From organizations, groups, and religious communities
250 priests and people gathered in the Parish Church of St John the

Baptist, Our Lady and St Laurence, Thaxted, Essex, on 29 September
2001 [submitted by Ven. E. C. F. Stroud]

Barking Episcopal Area, Chelmsford Diocese [submitted by Rt Revd
Roger Sainsbury]

Catholic Women’s Ordination, National Core Group [submitted by 
Mrs Ianthe Pratt]

Chapter of St Aidan and St Oswin, Newcastle [submitted by Revd
Richard Pringle]

Church Society, Council [submitted by David Phillips]
Church Society, Trust [submitted by Revd Canon Michael Walters]
Church Union, Chairman and Council [submitted by Mrs Jenny Miller]
Committee of Cost of Conscience [submitted by Revd Francis Gardom]
Community of the Holy Cross [submitted by Mary Luke, Mother Superior]
Edmonton Area Evangelical Fellowship [submitted by Richard Wood]
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Forward in Faith, Birmingham Diocese Executive [submitted by 
Mrs Rosemary A. Parslow]

Forward in Faith, Hereford Diocese [submitted by Mr Ronald G.
Woodhead]

Forward in Faith, Peterborough Diocese [submitted by K. J. Briers]
Forward in Faith, UK [submitted by Revd Geoffrey Kirk]
Group for Rescinding the Act of Synod (GRAS) [submitted by 

Revd Mary Robins]
Northern Ordination Course full-time staff [submitted by Christine

McMullen]
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, Master and Guardians [submitted

by Revd Canon Martin Warner]
Society of the Holy Cross, Devon Chapter [submitted by Revd Jeremy

C. Dowding, SSC]
Society of St Margaret, Walsingham [submitted by Joan Michael, SSM]
Third Province Movement [submitted by Mrs Margaret Brown]
Women and the Church (WATCH), Executive Committee [submitted by

Jenny Standage]

From Church of England churches
(Note: PCC stands for ‘Parochial Church Council’)

43 signatories from the Parish of St Augustine’s, Aldershot [submitted
by Revd Keith Hodges]

PCC of St Helen, Auckland [submitted by Lady Jane Gore-Booth]
21 members of St Mary Magdelene’s Church, Bradford [submitted 

by Mary Sanders]
PCC of Broughton, Marton and Thornton, Bradford Diocese [submitted

by Robert Hall]
Priests of the Parish of St Michael and All Angels, Brighton [Revd

Robert Fayers, Revd David Hewetson, Revd Geoffrey Cook, 
Revd Michael Dymock]

PCC of St Peter’s, Bushey Heath [submitted by Revd Robbie Low]
PCCs of the United Benefice of Chacewater and St Day with Carharrack

[submitted by Revd Andrew Gough]
PCC of the Parish of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

Chiselhurst [submitted by Mrs E. M. Clark]
PCC of the Parish of St Giles, Cripplegate with St Bartholomew, Moor

Lane, St Alphage, London Wall, and St Luke, Old Street, with 
St Mary, Charterhouse, and St Paul, Clerkenwell [submitted by 
J. David Freeman]
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District Council of the Church of St Alban, Coventry [submitted by
Ralph Rayner]

Churchwardens of St Mary Steps, Exeter [Dr Tegwyn Harris and Miss
Hilary Romans]

PCC of St Mary’s Church, Farleigh [submitted by Revd Hugh Grear]
PCC of St Francis of Assisi, Friar Park [submitted by Mrs Wendy

Buckby]
18 members of Anglican Parish of St Peter’s, Greets Green [submitted

by Revd Michael J Moulder]
Parish Church of St Oswald, King and Martyr, Hartlepool [submitted 

by Revd Brian R. Turnbull]
Clergy and six lay officers of the Parish of Higham [submitted by Revd

James F Southward]
Parish of St Michael, Harbeldown, Kent [submitted by Revd Michael

Morris]
PCC of St Stephen and St Mark, Lewisham [submitted by Wong See Hock

and Olabisi Ogunbambi]
The people of St James’ Church, Piccadilly, London [submitted by Revd

Dr Charles Hedley]
St Stephen’s Church, Newcastle upon Tyne [submitted by Mrs Edith Avery]
PCC of South with New Hinksey, Oxford [submitted by Mrs P. Hartman]
Parish Church of St Saviour, Raynes Park [submitted by Heather Aldridge]
PCC of the Parish of the Most Holy Trinity, Reading [submitted by 

Revd J. M. R. Baker]
PCC and congregation of St Thomas, Somercotes [submitted by G. M. Thor]
Clergy team of the Parish of Central Southend [submitted by Revd

Alison M. Ward]
Parish of Swindon New Town [submitted by Revd John Lees]
PCC of St Mary the Virgin, Tottenham [submitted by Flora Bryant]
PCC of St Christopher’s Church, Warlingham [submitted by Kathleen

Bennett]
PCC of the Parish Church of St Giles, Willenhall [submitted by Revd

Keith H. B. Johnson]
PCC of Emmanuel Church, Wimbledon [submitted by Nigel P. Stone]
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From individuals
Titles are those given by the individuals in their letters.
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Mrs Audrey Agnew

Revd Roy Akerman

Revd H. O. Alby

Bernard and Iris Alderson

Revd Alex Allardice, SSC

Mrs Gillian E. Ambrose

Mr A. C. Anderson

Mrs D. Andrew

Revd D. Apps

Caroline Armitstead

Edward Armitstead

Peter Arnold

Audrey Asbridge

Christopher and Carolyn Ash

Anne Ashton

Revd Mark Ashton

Dr Nigel Aston

Dr Susan A. J. Atkin

Revd Nigel Atkinson

Mr G. Attey

Revd Sallyanne Attwater

Marjorie and Roy Avery

Revd Sue Ayling

Mr J. D. Back

Pat Bake

David Baker

Revd Canon Neville D. Baker

Revd Tony Baker

Edwin D. Bale

Mrs Jane Bale

Wing Commander B. J. Ball

Thora Ball

Revd Canon Michael T. H. Banks

Revd Preb. Peter Bannister

Revd David Banting

Revd Elaine B. Bardwell

Donald Barford

Revd Kevin Barnard

Revd Preb. Donald Barnes

Rt Revd Edwin Barnes

Revd Canon John Barnes

Doreen M. Barrell

Beth Barrett

Martin Bartholomew

Alan Bartley

Revd John Barton

Revd Robert Bashford

Dr Daphne Baston

Dr John Baston

Revd Daphne J. Bayford

Revd R. W. F. Beaken

Mrs Alison Beardwood

Mrs M. I. Beck

Revd William Beer, SSC

Mrs M. E. Beevor

Revd Dick Begbie

Ann Bell

Father Brian T. B. Bell, SSC

John and Joan Bell

John R. Bell

Mrs Vera M. Bell

Rachel M. Bennetts

Revd Mrs Jill Bentall

Revd Angela Berners-Wilson

Mr Michael Berrett

Richard M. Berriman

Sq. Ldr Michael Berry

Valerie Berry

Revd D. Birch

Hugh J. A. and Marjorie J. Bird



Revd Canon David H. Bishop

Gillian Bishop

Susan Black

Mrs Helen Blaby

Kenneth and Pamela M. Blundell

Miss I. T. Boas

Revd Gordon Bond, SSC

Graham Bostock

Elisabeth Boughton

Fr Stephen Bould

Miss Eleanor Boulter

M. Wendy Bowen

Duncan Boyd

Mrs Jean A. Boyle

Anthony T. Bradfield

Revd Daphne Bradford

Ben Bradshaw, MP

Revd Matthew Brailsford

Revd Canon Beaumont L. Brandie

Revd Peter H. Breckwoldt

K. J. Briers

Revd Johanna Brightwell

Revd Canon Michael Brinkworth

Revd Martin Brion

Rt Revd John C. Broadhurst

Canon Ann Brooks

Cyril Brown

Revd Claire Brown

H. Brown

Peter R. Brown

Revd Rosalind Brown

Mrs Doreen Buckland

Mrs Lynne P Buckley

Revd Timothy Bugby, SSC

Mrs E. M. Bullock

Mr A. C. Bullock

Mrs Margaret Burbidge

Revd Anne Burden

Colin Burgess

Mrs Margaret Burgess

John Burn

Revd Canon John Burrows

Barbara Burt

Revd Roger Burt

Revd Edwin W. Butcher

Revd William Butt

Revd Graeme Buttery

Rachel Buxton

M. Byron-Thomas

Joan M. Calder

Mrs Hilary A. Campbell

J. G. Campbell

Revd Tony Cannon

Jean R. Capstick

Mrs Judith Carr

Roy M. Cashmore

Mrs E. G. Cass

Revd Victor Cassam, RD SSC

Miss Kathleen Castle

Mrs Barbara Cauaghan

Alison M. Caw

Margaret R. Cehayer and 

Lilian Langhyard

Revd Charles Chadwick

Carl Chambers

Revd Sylvia Chapman

Tim Chapman

Mrs Liz Chave

Revd Barbara Chillington

John Chilver

Mrs J. Chisholm

Revd Linda A. Church

Mrs Patricia Churchill

Revd Blanche Clancey

Fr Simon P. J. Clark

Jenny M. Clark
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Canon Robin Clark and 

Mrs Pat Clark

Mrs Ann Clarke

Revd Fr Peter Clarke, SSC

Miss Rosalind Clarke

Mrs Ann Claydon

Mrs Sheila Clayton

Stephen Clegg

Mary Clifton-Everest

Revd Dr Jean Coates

Mrs Rosina E. Cochrane

Fr C. Collins

Revd Doug and Mrs Valerie

Constable

Revd Alan Cooke

Mrs Annie Cooke

Miss Margaret W. Cooke

Bryan and Pearl Cooksey

Beverley Cooper

Revd Colin Cooper

Mrs Jenifer Cooper

Mrs Margaret Cooper

Mr Paul K. Cooper

Sir Patrick Cormack, FSA MP

Revd Canon Andrew Cornes

Fr David Cossar

Miss Ann R. Cottingham

Revd Terence R. H. Coyne, SSC

Alan Cox

Revd Elaine Cranmer

Revd Canon Ralph Crowe, SSC

Barbara Cullen

Dorothy W Culley

Lewis Currie

Revd George Curry

Peter Dale

Mr D. R. and Mrs R. E. Dalton

Very Revd A. H. Dammers

R. G. Daniel

Christopher R. Daubney

John Davall

Revd Peter T. W. Davies

Timothy Huw Davies

Revd Tony Davies

Revd Andrew Davis

Patricia Davis and Helen Davis

Ms Barbara Daykin

Mrs Karen Dean

Revd Canon Dr A. J. Delves

Michael Dent

Revd Dorothy Derrick

Stewart Deuchar

Joan Devaney

Revd J. R. Diaper

Mrs O. Dickings

Judith Dimond

Brigadier W. Ian C. Dobbie

Mr H. Humphrey

T. Dobson

Mrs Joyce Donoghue

Revd J. H. Dossor

Revd Gordon Dowden

Revd Colin Duncan

Revd Jane Durell

Richard Dwyer

Revd John Earwaker

Revd Canon Ann Easter

Robin Edlin-White

Susan Edwarde and Jennifer Pullig

Angela Edwards

Mr Joel K. Edwards

Revd Nigel Elliott

Revd Peter W. Elliott

Mrs Anne Ellis

Robin Ellis

Revd Simon Ellis
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Jill Elltingham

Mr and Mrs C. B. Eminson

Revd Ian P. Enticott

Elizabeth M. Estlea

Richard K. C. Evans, OBE

Mrs M. J. Eveleigh

Mary A. Evered

Revd John Fairweather

Revd Simon Falshaw

G. Farmer

Mrs B. Faulconbridge

Father Robert Featherstone

David Fenton

Mr Lyn Ferraby

Revd Janet H. Fife

Mrs Sarah Finch

David Fletcher

Dave and Jess Flower

Mrs Mary E. Fookes-Williams

Mrs Elisabeth Ford

David and Pat Forman

Rt Revd Dr Peter Forster

Mrs Gill Foster

Shirley M. Fountain

Revd Jonathan J. Frais

Mrs Doreen Fraser

Revd Alison Froggatt

Mr A. S. Frost

Mr H. R. and Mrs J. D. Fuller

Monica Furlong

Mrs O. M. Gardner and 

Mr P. Gardner

Revd Anna Garvie

Simon J. Gell

Rt Revd Anselm Genders, CR

Daphne George

June Gibbon

Father Paul J. Gibbons, SSC

Judith Gibson

Mr T. Gilks

Edna Gill and Richard A. Gill

Hephzibah E. Gillard

Catherine A. Gilmore

Doris Goddard

Revd Giles Goddard

Rt Revd John W. Goddard

Mrs J. A. Goody

Mrs Margaret Goodrich

Miss Catherine Gordon

Mrs Kathleen Gordon

Sir Josslyn Gore-Booth, Bt

Lady Jane Gore-Booth

Revd Karen Gorham

Dr Graham Gould

Rosalind Graham

Hunt Revd Olivia Graham

Mrs B. O. Gray

Revd Dr Susan Lochrie Graham

Father Gregory, Superior,

Community of the Servants of

the Will of God

Ian Grevott

Gary Grief

Dr A. Sheila Grieve, MB ChB

Mrs Angela M. and Mr Peter

Grieveson

Peter Griffiths

Revd Leslie Grimwade

Mrs Glenys Grimwood

Mrs Marina K. Gunn

Mrs Eileen Gurr

Philip H. Hacking

Revd Fr Brian William George

Hackney, SSC

Cathie Hall

Mrs Marguerite Hall
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Mrs Viviane Hall

Canon Nigel Harley

Revd M. J. Halsall, SSC

Revd P. Hancock

Revd Richard Hancock, TSSF

Revd Graeme Hands

Mrs Faith Hanson

Revd John H. Harper

M. Harper

Revd Rosie Harper

Betty A. Harries

Revd Dr Harriet Harris

Revd Jonathan Redvers Harris

Revd M. S. Hart

Peter D. Hart

Mrs Pauline Hartman

Miss Nona Harvey

G. T. J. Harwood

Mrs Diana Hasting

Revd Martin Hathaway

Lance Haward

Revd Andrew T. Hawes

Kenelm Hawker

Revd John Hawkins

Revd Steven Hawkins

Anthony Hayward

Mrs Gwen Hayward

Major James G. A. Heaney

Revd S. J. Heans, MA

Revd Cynthia Heath

R. J. Herd

Anne Heuon

John Eagle Higginbotham

Revd O. C. G. Higgs

Revd C. Ann Hill

Steven Hilton

Revd David Hitchcock

Revd Christopher J. P. Hobbs

Revd Peter Hobson

Revd David Hodgson

Steve Hoffman

Revd John Hollins

C. W. R. Holloway

Mrs J. N. Holloway

Revd David Holmes

Mrs Dorothy Holmes

Mrs Constance Holt, CBE

Harold W Holwell

Seraphim Alton Honeywell

Mr E. Hooper

Hilda M. Hopkins

Revd Keith Horsfall

J. E. Hotchin

John Hough

Fr Andrew Howard, SSC

Judy Howard

Sue Howard

F. Hulbes

Revd Jeremy Hummerstone

John Humphrey

Revd Lydia Humphreys

Peter F. Hunt

Revd Dr Judith M. Hunt, BVSC

A. B. Hunter

Gordon and Audrey Huntly

Revd John W Hunwicke

Rex Hurrell

Paul Hutchins

Mr Keith and Mrs Frances

Hutchings

Revd G. John Hutchinson

Revd Paul Illingworth

Revd Dr Emma Ineson

Revd Kelvin Inglis

Mr Geoffrey Ireland

Mavis Jacobs
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Revd Colin James

Revd Tom Jamieson

Fr Mervyn Jennings, SSC

José Johnes

Mrs M. G. Johnston

Dr C. A. Jones

Rt Hon. Tessa Jowell, MP

Mrs Susan M. Kanavan

Revd Ian G. Kay

Revd P. F. Keeling

Mrs Mary K. Kempster

John Kennedy

Revd Patsy Kettle

Revd Simon D. A. Killwick

Revd C. M. King

Revd J. S. King

Major Patrick King

Mrs Rosemary King

Mrs Winifred King

Revd Geoffrey Kirk

Revd Charles Knowles

Mary Laehman

Mrs Margaret Laird

Mrs Doreen Lambert

Mrs Anne Lane

Revd Paul S. Lansley

Mrs Emma Laughton

Revd Brian Lay, SSC

Fr Arthur R. Lewis

Jane Lewis

Mrs Kathleen Lewis

Miss L. Lewis Smith

Fr Michael Lewis, SSC

Revd Canon David F. Lickess

Fr John van der Linde, 

Mrs M. Brownbill and 

Mr P. C. Freke

Revd Christopher M. D. Lindlar

Basil K. Lindsey

Mrs Jill M. Lindsey

Revd J. E. Linton

Mrs D. P. S. Linton

David E. R. Lloyd

Revd Paul Lockett, SSC

John Lockyer

Mrs Sally Lowe

June and Gordon Robert Luck

Carol and Graham Lumsley

Rosalind Lund

Fred J. Lush

Miss Anne Lywood

Michael Macey

Revd Ann MacKeith

Angus MacLeay

Revd Kenneth E. Macnab

Revd David M. Maddock

Revd Canon Charmion Mann

Revd Michael J. F. Mannall, 

Obl. OSB SSC

Miss Lilian Marks

Mrs Patricia N Markwick, MCSP

SRP

Brian J. Marley

B. D. Marlow

Revd Peter Marr

Revd Bob Marsden

Mrs Ann Marsh

Revd Bernard G. G. Marshall

Edward Martin

Mr David Mason

Freda Matchett

Revd James W. Mather, SSC

Revd David M. B. Mathers

Mrs Margaret Matthewman

Revd Jean M. Mayland

Revd Ann E. McKenzie
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John McKenzie

Cllr Frank R. McManus

Mrs Hilary Megone

Canon M. A. Hugh Melinsky

Canon Ronald Meredith

Susan B. Meredith

Revd Mark Mesley, SSC

Fr P. B. Miall

Revd Steve Midgley

Miss Susan M. Miell

Mrs Julie Millar

Mrs Elizabeth A. Miller

John Miller

Revd John S. Miller

Fr L. J. Miller

Robert A. Miller

Anthony J. Mills

Mrs Lesley Mills

Revd David Milnes

Michael Minter

Mrs Sue Minton

Revd Richard J. A. Mitchell

Philip G. Mitchell

Mrs C. Moffat

Revd Edward Moll

Mrs Joanna Monckton

Miss G. Cécile Moore

Revd Darren Moore

Mrs Mary Moore

Revd Preb. Michael Moreton

Dr Gareth G. Morgan

Revd Marian Morgan

Father Peter J. Morgan

Sharon Morgan

Mrs Rachel Moriarty

Revd Mary Morris

Bryan Morris

Revd F. H. Mountney

Peter D. Mulley

Revd Dr Lawson Nagel, SSC

Revd Robin L Nash

Revd Peter Needham

Revd W. Nelson

Mrs Dorothy M. Netting

Revd Rosie Nixson

Revd Canon Keith Newton

Revd Dr Andrew Norman

Sherley Norman

C. J. Nowell

Deaconess Monica M. Obee

Gerald M. O’Brien

Mrs Elsie Ockford

Mrs Sadie Ockford

Mr A. P. and Mrs D. M. O’Dowd

S. V. Ogilvie

Revd Philip O’Reilly, SSC

Revd and Mrs S. Orme

Miss M. Osborne

Revd (Miss) Amiel Osmaston

Revd Michael Ovey

Mr Derek and Mrs Paula Owen

Revd John Paddock

Revd Jean Page

Mrs Gillian Pain

Revd Canon Marlene Parsons,

Revd Dr Alison Joyce and 

Revd Canon Dr Brian Russell

V. J. and R. A. Parslow

Kevin Pask

Revd Douglas M. Paterson

Mrs W. Paul

Richard Payn

William S Payne

Revd Fergus Pearson

Mrs Marion Pegg

Revd John Peirce
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Revd John Pelling

Revd Joanna Percival

Revd J. Martin Perris

Lord Phillips of Sudbury

Mrs Anne M. Phillips

David T. Phillips

Revd Canon F. E. Pickard

Miss Urszula Piotrowska

Revd John Pitchford

Revd Paul Plumpton

Revd Christine Polhill

Revd Canon Lambeth D. Poodhun

Revd James Poole

Joyce Pollock

Revd John E. Potter, SSC

Hugh Pratt

Revd James Price

Jennifer Price

Revd Canon Richard Price

Father Richard Pringle, SSC

Revd J Stephen Pullan

Prof. John J. Quenby

Mrs Mary L. Rawson

Alan Rayden

Christina Rees

Kathryn M. Reeve

Revd Mike Reith

Rt Revd John Richards

Father Shaun Richards, SSC

Revd Preb Douglas Richardson

Revd John Y. W. Ritchie

Revd Tana Riviere

Revd Judith Roberts

Mrs Veronica Roberts and Miss

Joyce Spedding

Yvonne Roberts

Revd Ian Robins

A. J. Robinson

Eric Robinson

Miss Olive M. Robinson

Revd R. R. Robinson

Mary Rodger

Mrs Mary P. Roe

Revd Hugh Rom

Mrs Pauline Rook

Revd Alex Ross

John G. Ross Guy

Miss Jessie Rothera

Mrs J. A. Round and Elaine Round

Mrs Barbara R. Rowe

Miss B. M. Royle

Revd Katharine Rumens

Mrs Alison Ruoff

Jane Russell

Revd M. C. Rutter

Fr John Ryder

Revd C. W. Ryland

Revd Carrie Sandom

Mrs Ronna Saunders

Revd Dr Andy Saville

Michael Scaife

Revd Pam Schollar

Mrs Chris Scott

Revd Simon Scott

Revd Theresa Scott

Revd Stuart Seaton

Mr J. P. Serginson

Mrs E. M. Serginson

Revd Canon Bruce W. Sharpe

Revd David Sharpe

S. M. Sharples

Revd Dr Jane Shaw

Marian and Peter Shearan

Hazel Sheffield

Canon Tony Shepherd

Fr David Sherratt
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Fr David J. Sherwood

James C. Siddons

Sylvia A. Simmonds

Mrs Carol Simmons

John G. Simmons

Kathleen Singleton

Sister Vivienne Joy, CHN

Fr Beresford Skelton, SSC CMP

Robert and Helen Slipper

Revd Simon Smallwood

D. E. Smeed

Dorothy Smith

Graham Smith

Miss Jean M. Smith

Michael Kinchin Smith, OBE

Mrs Gladys M. Smollea

Michael Snelling

Revd Colin Southall

Mrs Hilary Southall

Elizabeth M. Speight

Mrs Patricia Springett

Revd J. J. Stark

Wendy Steadman

Revd Penny Stephens

Rt Revd Dr Kenneth Stevenson

Revd Will Stileman

Granville V. Stone

Sir Kenneth Stowe, GCB CVO

Brian Strand

Revd Dr R. J. Stretton

Revd Canon J. R. Stringer

Canon Vincent Strudwick

Elizabeth M. Stuart

Mrs Elizabeth Studley

Revd Royston J. Such

Fr David Sutton, SSC SRC

Iris Sutton

Mrs Freida Sweet

Mrs G. Margaret Sweeting

Revd Clare Sykes

Miss L. Taconis

Mair Talbot

Jennifer M. Targett

Revd Jane Taylor

Victor H. Taylor

Revd William Taylor

L. F. Thacker

Revd Geoffrey T. Theasby

Revd Lucy Thirtle

Emily Thomas

Revd Dr F. H. J. Thomas, SSC

Revd Preb Pippa Thorneycroft

Revd J. A. Thurmer

Revd Dr Jane Tillier and 

Dr Ian Atherton

Revd Kevin Tingay

Mrs Heather Tinker

Revd Melvin Tinker

Revd Colin Tolworthy

G. Townsend

Revd Canon Dr John Toy

Mollie Toy

D. J. Tregidgo

Revd Alistair Tresidder

Revd Preb. Brian R. Tubbs

Canon Nicholas and 

Deacon Ann Turner

Revd Dr H. J. M. Turner

Revd Dr John F. Twisleton

Nicholas and Elizabeth Tyndall

Revd John E. Varty

Revd Simon Vibert

George-Daniel Vine

Revd Jane Virji

Nasir Virji

Sister Vivienne Joy, CHN
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Mrs Mildred E. Vosper

Fr Gary Waddington

Revd Peter Walker

David Wall

Mrs M. Wallbanks

Stanley Wallis

Mr D. J. and Mrs C. A. Walton

Father Robin Ward, SSC

Peter and Sally Ward-Enticott

Dr Patricia Ward-Platt

Bevan Wardrobe

Revd Robert Warren

George Watson

Miss Katherine Collier Watson, SSB

Tony and Margaret Webb-Bowen

Ken and Eileen Welch

Mrs K. M. Weller

John and Maggie Webber

Mr John A. Wells-Cole

Mrs Pamela West

Tony Wharton

Mrs Cynthia M. E. White

Maureen Whitebrook

Revd Paul A. Whybrow

Mrs Margaret Wickstead

Revd Canon Malcolm Widdecombe

Revd G. D. V. Wiebe, SSC

Mike A. Wilkins

David Wilkinson

Br Mark William, CSWG

Anne Williams

Mr and Mrs O. A. Williams

Revd Richard Williams

Robert Ian Williams

Revd Sue Williams

Revd Paul S. Williamson

Dr Jonathan P. Wilson

Mr M. C. Wilson

Revd Gordon Winchester

Paul Winchester

Ms Christine Winnington

Jean Winter

Mrs Judith Woolcock

Revd Martin Wray

Miss Ann W. Wright

M. M. Wright and 

Miss Margaret Wright

John H. Wyatt

Mrs Joan Wyatt

June Wyton

Revd Ros Yates

Ian Yearsley

Albert E. Young

P. MacKenzie Young
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The following attended a meeting of the Working Party and
made a presentation in person:
Rt Revd Basil Osborne, Bishop of Sergievo – 2 April 2003
Revd Prof Gerald Bray – 25 June 2002
Revd Prof Sven-Erik Brodd – 2 April 2003
Representatives of the Catholic Group of General Synod – Revd

Jonathan Baker, Revd David Houlding, Revd Dr Robin Ward – 
18 June 2003

Representatives of Forward in Faith – Revd Geoffrey Kirk, Mr Stephen
Parkinson, Revd Preb. Sam Philpott – 5 February 2002

Rt Revd Victoria Matthews, Bishop of Edmonton – 29 April 2002
Representatives of the National Association of Diocesan Advisers in

Women’s Ministry (NADAWM) – Revd Canon Penny Driver, Revd
Canon Hilary Hanke, Revd Celia Thomson, Revd Frances Tyler – 
12 December 2002

Representatives of Reform – Revd Nigel Atkinson, Revd David Banting,
Revd Mike Ovey, Revd Carrie Sandom – 12 February 2003

Ven Judith Rose – 25 June 2001
Rt Revd Stephen Sykes – 12 December 2002
Representatives of the Third Province Movement – Revd Dr Roger

Beckwith, Mrs Margaret Brown, Revd Canon Dr Terence Grigg,
Revd Dr John Hall, Mr John Mitchell, Mr Trevor Stevenson – 
18 June 2003

Representatives of Women and the Church (WATCH) – Revd Dr Judith
Maltby, Revd Canon Patience Purchas, Revd Charles Reed, 
Mrs Christina Rees – 5 February 2002

Revd Dr Fraser Watts – 13 September 2002
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SPCK, 1978, pp. 81ff.

annex 1
1 The tenth General Synod of the Church of Melanesia agreed in 2003 to the amending of the Church’s

Constitution to allow women to enter into any of the ordained ministries of the church. The decision
was passed without dissent by the General Synod, but this does not mean the church can proceed with
ordination as yet. The amendment must first be approved by the eight diocesan synods of the church
before the constitution can be changed.

2 Hong Kong has long been ordaining women as deacons and priests. At present, there are five women
priests serving in three dioceses of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui, but it has not started discussing
the issue of women bishops. However, according to the constitutions and canons, clergy from Anglican
Churches, which are in communion with the Anglican Communion (no gender is mentioned) are eligible
to be nominated as candidates for the episcopate. From this perspective, the HKSKH could, in
principle, have women bishops.

3 Ireland: a.) Canon Law (1990): ‘Men and women alike may be ordained to the holy orders of deacons,
of priests, or of bishops, without any distinction or discrimination on grounds of sex . . .’ b.) No women
as yet ordained as bishops. c.) No bar to women being appointed as deans, though none appointed as
yet. Some cathedral chapters include women as canons.

4 Women bishops are canonically possible, but none are ordained as yet.
5 Women bishops are canonically possible, but none are ordained as yet.
6 Women bishops are canonically possible, but none are ordained as yet.
7 The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church (SEC) voted to accept women in the episcopate, 

in 2003.
8 Provincial guidelines to provide for conscientious objections to the ministry of women as priests are 

in place. Similar guidelines in the event of a woman being ordained as bishop are being produced.
Women bishops are canonically possible, but none are ordained as yet.

9 The Episcopal Church of Sudan agreed at its General Synod in February 2000 that women could be
ordained deacon, priest or bishop. To date there are deacons and priests in a number of dioceses,
though as yet no women bishops.

10 The ordination of women as deacons and priests has been canonically possible for nearly thirty years.
There is currently one woman bishop and one woman dean.

11 In 1973 the General Synod voted in favour in principle of ordaining women to the priesthood, referred
the question to the Church for further study, and then the 1975 General Synod agreed to ordain, with 
a conscience clause to protect those who disagreed. The first women were ordained priest in 1976. 
In 1986 the General Synod agreed that women could be ordained to the episcopate.

12 The enabling canon for the ordination of women to the presbyterate and the episcopate applies to all 
dioceses. Informal episcopal arrangements can be made to protect the conscience of an individual bishop.
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