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Gpreword

by the Bishop of London

The Christian Community in London is growing both in diversity
and in numbers. The most recent research suggests that in any or-
dinary week there are over 620,000 Christians worshipping in more
than 4,000 churches.

With few exceptions, our buildings were not designed with today’s
environmental standards in mind. Many Christians have come to
see that attention to this issue is part of being faithful to the gospel.

One of the roots of our present ecological distress is a way of being
in the world that has put great pressure on our common planetary
home.

Far from being masters and possessors of the earth, we are called

to be stewards and participants in a divine creation. Christians are
called to conversion of life. We may begin as consumers in our rela-
tion to the world but we are called to be citizens and to celebrate and
care for creation as it is being renewed by Jesus Christ through the
activity of the Holy Spirit.

The way we live now in a wired-up world with an interdependent
ecology has a global impact. The Stern Report has explicated the
relation between our lifestyle and the experience of poor and vulner-
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able people in other parts of our world. It is also clear that the ac-
tions of our generation will have large consequences for our children
and generations to come.

This booklet refects these convictions and it is a practical expression
of prayer. It has been deliberately designed to indicate changes that
can be made with relatively little cost by volunteers as well as more
radical changes which are needed, not least in new buildings.

We believe that we are close to a tipping point in popular conscious-
ness and followers of Jesus Christ are being called to play their part
to develop a transforming awareness of our peril to which all human
beings are exposed and to contribute to a shift into a way of living
more wisely.

I am glad to say that this is an ecumenical venture and | am signing
this foreword as the Chairman of London Church Leaders Group.
A list of those who have endorsed this can be found on page 62.

The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Richard Chartres
Bishop of London
Chair, London Church Leaders Group



The heavens are the heavens of the Lord,
but the earth he has entrusted to his children

The Book of Psalms

MWhat this book & abous
And why you should read it

This book is about creating a greener church in the Greater Lon-
don area. It is about why and how your church can be a lot more
environmentally friendly very quickly and without spending a lot of
money.

58% of Londoners say that they are Christian”. Eleven percent of
the Christian population of the UK live in London. As a city, and as
Christians, we have a huge opportunity to work together, responding
to the challenge of climate change and environmental justice. Most
churches are now fnding ways to tackle this challenge.

Why should we care?

So why should Christians care about the environment? At the centre
of our faith, the gift of the Incarnation is a new relationship with
God through Jesus Christ and the Spirit. Christians believe that in
Christ, God comes down and interacts with his own Creation. The
Gospels show Him walking about on the Earth, eating, drinking,
sleeping, laughing and crying with us, sharing in our humanity and
becoming part of our world in the midst of its problems and suffer-
ing.

*2001 Census



The title of this booklet uses the word Creed, derived from the Latin
meaning | believe, to affrm that we are grounding our actions to
protect creation in our beliefs. As God loves us, it is through our

love of God and of all creation that we must learn to live carefully
and not to abuse the resources given to us. Climate change, water
shortages and pollution are more than just a passing news story; they
are real and serious and can have major effects on people’s lives, par-
ticularly in the poorest parts of the world”. As Christians, we must
act — for we’re called to free the oppressed, uphold the weak and
respond to the effects of our actions for creed and for creation.

For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God.
Romans 8:19

* The UN University’s Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) estimate
that there will be 50 million environmental refugees by 2010. Source: The Guardian, October
12, 2005.
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The good news

The good news is that we can probably cut down substantially on
energy, recycle much more, save considerably more water and be
generally a great deal kinder to the planet than we are already. Most
of us are probably doing a bit towards this and want to do more.
But our response to the problem has to change with the times. The
people most affected by environmental destruction are also the poor-
est and weakest and we are in a position to change things — and it
actually isn’t as diffcult as we think.

And what we do as individual churches does matter. We reach out to
hundreds of thousands of individuals week by week. By beginning to
make some of the changes suggested in this book and communicat-
ing our efforts to the congregation, there will be a knock on effect in
countless homes, offces and businesses across the capital. Christians
are becoming an ever increasing voice in the environmental move-
ment and the momentum we have now is a great opportunity for
individuals and congregations. But your actions should not be seen
as simply jumping on the bandwagon — they are about true justice
and responsible living in our global community, God’s world.

So, why else should you use this book?

Well, it might save you rather a lot of money, which you can put to
better use. It could go towards a charity that you support or towards
a fund to make further ‘green’ changes. A lot of people will be inter-
ested to know about what you’re doing, and will probably want to



join in. And, what’s more, most of the things we suggest are:
a) easy,

b) cheap, and

¢) quick, satisfying and even fun to do.

The advice in this book is not exhaustive. It is meant to get you

started and give you more ideas about what you can do. At the end
you will fnd where to go for more information, advice and help. So
get going!
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Introduction

There are many ways to make the church greener - too many to put
into a small guide. Here is a selection of the best ones and, more
importantly, how much effort is involved. Each suggestion is given
three ratings : cost, people power and time. We suggest starting with
the easy and quick ideas, but you can always skip to the harder ones
if you're feeling confdent.

Cost

In many cases, you can make big savings in electricity or water with
minimal expense; some actions are even free! In each section there
are suggestions to reduce your church’s consumption that require
higher investment and will take more time before any fnancial sav-
ings are seen.

How much money will you need to spend?
w\; Absolutely no money needed

@D Cheap (under £20)

Middling (£20-100)

% Expensive (£100+)
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People power

This criterion will give you guidance about whether the action
requires one or two people, or if it is a change of attitude or effort by
a larger group. It also indicates where you might consider
employing a professional.

How many people are needed?

m 1 or 2 people
%  Asmall group (5-10)
AR

% Get a larger group or even the whole church
involved

%ﬂ Call the professionals

The people power actions are rated according to the effort it might take a
non professional. The actions which suggest using a professional or seeking
professional advice are indicated. If in doubt, always employ someone who
can do the job properly.

Time

Is it a one-off quick fx (a trip to the hardware shop, a quick phone
call or an afternoon’s work), a longer term project requiring discussion
and investigation or an annual job to ensure maximum effciency?
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How long will the action take?

fg\~ A quick action or change to the way things are
I b
“2¥  done (less than 1 week)

=) Needs more time (1 week - 2 months)

Long term commitment, which might need
W S more consultation (longer than 2 months)

Do this regularly (annually) to make sure your

church continues to be as efficient as possible.

The actions have been divided up into five sections:

Your Building and Grounds, which looks at church buildings
and any surrounding land which you might be able to improve and
develop

Lighting which covers all lightbulbs, fttings and natural light as
well

How your community uses \Water and suggestions to reduce con-
sumption

Rubbish and how to buy good things to guide the way that
your community can reduce waste, recycle as much as possible and
purchase wisely;
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...and fnally Other ideas for more great suggestions which don’t
quite ft into the other categories.

Getting to know, fixing and improving

Most sections begin with tips for GETTING TO KNOW your
church and identify possibilities for improvements.

This is followed by the FIX section which includes ideas on how to
bring your general housekeeping and maintenance up to date. You
can start making the savings by using what you already have in a
more effcient way.

This is followed by other ways to IMPROVE the way you do things
to make even more savings. Remember, if you are in any doubt,
employ the professionals and seek advice from someone in charge
before making any major changes.

Before you start

Here’s a tip - get hold of last month’s bills for electricity, gas
and water (make sure they’re based on proper meter readings, not
estimates) and note how many units were used or how much money
was spent. Make a wall chart or notice displaying these fgures.
When you begin to make some of the changes suggested in this book
you can, month by month, note your consumption. You'll be able to
see what difference you’re making straight away.
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If you are interested in knowing how much power individual appli-
ances are using you can buy a plug-in energy monitor, available at
most electrical shops, to root out your most costly fttings. For, exam-
ple you can check how much electricity is used when the computer is
left on over night or the enormous reduction when using an energy
effcient bulb over a standard one.

Don’t keep it to yourself —announce it in church. Do some-
thing good with the money you are saving like giving it to a charity
or investing it back into the church.

A word about safety — Most of these suggestions don’t need
any technical skills. But please don’t attempt anything if you are
at all unsure of safety. If in doubt, it is always best to employ the
professionals.

Finally, don’t forget to have fun doing this. The best way of doing
this is to get some other people involved. We usually fnd that cake is
helpful.
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Your building and grounds

The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it
The Book of Psalms

Whether it’s a Victorian barn or a modern community centre, get-
ting to grips with the building you are running is a good frst step.
Now churches, can be rather chilly and draughty places, so sort-
ing out your building might do more than lower those energy bills.
Outside, if you have any gardens or grounds you may fnd they are
the only green space in your patch of London. They might offer an
important place for local people to spend time, along with all kinds
of birds, animals and insects.

In this section, we’ll tackle energy saving measures, and how to
protect the wildlife around your church building. This might be as
simple as turning down the heating by one degree! However, there
are probably a number of ways you can choose from can cut down
fuel bills by as much as 20%. That should put a smile on some-
body’s face.

An external door with 3mm
gap allows in as much cold
air as a hole in the wall the

size of a brick!
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GETTING TO KNOW

Have a good look around your building. Seek out any gaps in the walls,
windows and doorways. Make a list! Note the areas which are habitu-
ally too cold or too warm. Don't forget, however, that ventilation is
very important in a building — don’t block or cover “air bricks” which
are there to ensure that the building has the required air circulation. If
you have any grounds belonging to your church, see if there’s space for
more trees and plants. Or see if you could develop a recreation area or
quiet place for prayer and contemplation.

Additionally, if your church is a registered charity (and most are)
contact your energy suppliers and ensure that you are registered for
reduced rates. This should automatically make you exempt from the
Climate Change Levy.
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Fix

Heating

Make sure heaters aren’t obstructed by furniture. This will allow them to
work more effciently.

‘Bleed’ your radiators. Many churches are heated by a ‘wet’ system of
radiators and pipework. If air gets trapped in the system then the radiators
do not heat properly. Radiators may be ‘bled’ to remove the hot air trapped
inside. Older radiators typically require a valve key to turn the bleeder valve,
usually found at the top at one end of the radiator, but often a screwdriver
will work.

Clean your radiators. Convector radiators and heaters operate by blowing
or pulling air over a heated surface. Ensure they are working effciently by
cleaning the grill and flters of fuff and dust. This makes a real difference!

Get your boiler professionally serviced every year for maximum effciency.
Any smoke, unusual noise or change in the fame colour, size and shape may
indicate ineffcient combustion — that’s a waste of energy.

B 388 «f ¥
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